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1 The President having taken the chair, and 
a quorum being present£the journal of the preceed- 
ing day shall be read, to the end that any mistake 
may be corrected that shall haye been made m the 
entries P 

2. No member shall speak tê ‘another, or other- 
wise interrupt the business of the Senate, or read 
any newspaper; while the journals dı publie. pa- 
pers are reading, ог when аду member is speaking 
in debate. #4 i 

3 Every member when he speaks shall ad- 
dress the chair, standing an his place; aud when 
he has finished, shall at down, n 

| No member shall speak more than twice ini any 
one debate оп the same day, without leave of the 
Senate. 
' 5 When two members rise at the same time, the 
President shall пате the member to sp ак, but in 
all cases the member who shall first rise and ad. 


diéss the chair shall first speak 


á. 


6 When a member «hall. be cared to order by 
the President. or a senator, Пе shall «ait down, and 
every question of order shali be decided by the Pre- 
sident withoutdebate, subject to an appeal to the Se- 
nate: ond the President may cail for the sense oi 
the Senate ou any question of order. 

7. Ifthe meniber be called to order by a Senator, 
for words spoken. the exceptienable words shall 
inunediately be taken down ın writing, that the 
Pre-ideut may be better enabied to judge of the 
Inter í 

& No member shall absent ипе from the ser- 
vice of the Senate witbeut leye оге Senate Hrst 
obtaınedî: and ın case а less number than a qmo- 
rum of the Senate shail cotyene, they are anthor- 
ized to send the serge ni t-at-arıns, сгану other. per- 
son or persons by them authorized. for ану. or all 
ansent raetubers, as the majority oY sur hi members 
present shall agree, at the expense of such absent 
me'nbers, respectrvelys unless sich excuse for non- 
attendance shall Le made ^s the Senate, when ә 
quorum is convened shall judge sufficient: and in 
that case the expense shall be paid out of the contin- 

eut fund; and this mle shall apply as well to Ше 
rst convention of the Senate at the legal tune of 
meeung,as to each day of the session, fafter the 
hour has arnrived to which the Senate stood ad- 
goursed. And for,every failure to attend. the sen- 
ate at the hour of adjournment, they shall be fin- 
ed (ne Dollar. to be collected ofthe delinquent by 
the sergeant-at-arms, who shall be entitled to the 
fne. х Û 
No motion shall be debated until the same 
shall have been seconded. 
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10. When a шш Ай Le made and seconded X 
shad he reduerd to writing, a doned by the Pre- 
дам, or. auy имай г. deavered im at the table, 
and read betore the same shail be debated. 

11. When à question à under ебе, no menon 
shidl he reeeived hut to мони, to Iu en tlie table, 
postpone iuidenintely ti postpene to a duy cer 
Sun. [o сении or to tend whieh several mio. 
totes Shall have рос депе urthe order they stand 
arranged, aed the menon far iwl ourmim nt shall al- 
ways he qm order. and be derided without debate. 

be. PF the sque tian ш debate. canta s veral 
potis, auy member may bave the same divided, 

13 n tims up blanks. the larg -st seu and 
longest. tine shall be first put. 

11. When the годе of a paper s called for, 
and the same is. още фото hy ану member. it 
shall be чел by a vote of the Senate. and 
without debate. 

13. The anfimshed Ратево m ме the Sen- 
ate was engaged at the lastpreeeedurr adjourument, 
shall have the preerence i the speci orders of the 
day. - 
16. Wh nthe yess and mees shall. be ealed for, 
by three of the members present, each nember eall- 
ad upon shall, unless fier speeial геш ons he be ex. 
ensed by the Senate, deele openly, and without 
debate, lis. assent or dissent to the questio, In 
taking the yeas and нау, and npon the сай of the 
house. the names of the ше eis. shall he taken al- 
phabe tıralıy 

17. When the yeas and pays thall be taken on 
any queston an pursiamee of the shove mh, ve 


> » 
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member shall b: permitted, under any circumstan- 
дев whatever, to vote atter the. decision 15 ашоцие 
ced {тош the chair 

| On ameotion made and seconded to shut the 
dour of tlie S nate, оп the diseassian Gb any bu- 
anes weeh may, ın the opinion of à urdub i, 1e- 
quim secrecy. the president shail dirett the fen de 
chamber ta be cleared; and during tue dis ussion 
of such бъноп. the doors край гешащ shut. 

"19. No попеш shai bed +m даа order to ad- 
пи апу person ог persops, vhatsuever, within uic 
‘doors of the Senate «Ваше rto pres nt. ану pet- 
ton memarad, er address, or tu hear any such read. 

21 Whena quesuon has been onee made and 
enrried in the sthrinauve or m gave, 1t shall b» ın 
order tor any member ef the пацоту to uie lor 
the ree Ons;deranen thereot but no motion tor the 
rew 6spderatisn of any votes shall Le i. ordir alter 
al 1, гезовничъ пвм, repart, amendment, or 
meten, пред, whieh the vote shal have gone out 
of tie possession of the senate denouncing tiere de- 
сорта ner shaji any motion for n -considersuon be 
mo order ou, ess coule on the same day on which 
die vote was km or within the twa next days of 
actual i stern ot tbe 8 nat: tir rend 

1. When the Senate are equally divided, the 
ieeretarv shali tare the decision ot the president, 

ша AH qursuons shalbbe g at by the President 
of tue Senate. ether in the pre seuce or absence of 
the Pres dı ht of the republic ot Texas. and the ne 
ators shal, тү their assent orcas. nt hy answer 
ша Ат. or No. 

2°. "Гр Vice-President, er President. pro го та 


7 | 
of the senate shall have the right to uame а mem 
ber to perform the duties of the cham, but such a 
substitution shall not extend beyond an adjourn 
ment. | 

24. Before any petition or memorial addressed to 
the senate shall be reecived. and read at the table, 
с whether the same be mtrodured by the president or 
a member, a brief statement 01 the contents of the 
petition or memorial shall verbally be made by the 
introducer. 

25. Every bill shall receive three readings, pre- 
vious to its being passed, and Ше President shall 
give notice at cach, whether ıt be first, second, or 
third ; wluch readings shall be оп three different 
days, unless two-thirds of the Senate direct other- 
wise. And all resolutions proposing amendments 
to the constitution, or to which the approbation 
and signature of the Presideut may be requisite, 
or which may grautinouey ott of the contingent. 
or any other fund, shall be treated tu all respects, in 
the introduction and form of proceeding on them 
in the Senate, in a similar manner with bills. And 
all other resolutions shall he on the table one day 
for consideration, aud also reports of committees, 

26 No tall shall be committed. or amended, un- 
tıl ıt shal) have been twice read; after. which it 
may be referred to a committee. 

27. All bills on a second reading shall first be 
considered by the Senate in. the same manner as if 
the Senate were ın committee of the whole, before 
they shall be taken up and. proceeded. on hy the 
Senate, agreeably to the standing rules, unless otli- 
wise ordered. 
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And when thiefSenate shall consider a treaty, bill 
er resolution, as in co:umuuee of the whole, the 
Vice-President, or President, pro tem., may ealla 
member to fill the chair. during the time the Sen- 
ate snall remain in committee of the whole; and 
the-chairman so called, shall, duringsuch time, have 
the powers of a President, pro tem. 

25. The final question, upon the second reading 
of every bill. resolution. consututiohal amendrnent, 
or motion originating їп the senate, and requiring 
three readings previous to being passed shall be, 
“whether it shall be engrossed and read a third 
time ;' and no amendment shall be received for dis- 
eussion at the third reading of-any bill, resolution, 
amendment, or mouon, unless by unanimous con- 
sent of members present: but it shall асай times 
be 1n order, betore the final passuge of any bill, re- 
solution, constuutional amendment, or motion to 
move its commitment; and should such commit- 
meut take place, und any amendment be reported by 
the committee, the said bill, resolution, constitution- 
al amendment, or motion, shall be again read, a 
second time, and considered as in committee of the 
who.e, and then the aforesaid question shall be 

мп р° | 

29. The special order of the day shall nêt be 
called by the chair before eleven o'clock, unless oth- 
erwise directed Ly the Senate, ^ 

20, The titles of bills, and such parts thereof on- 
ly as shall be affected by proposed amendments, 
апап be inserted in the Journals. 

31. The proceedings of the Senate when not 
acting as in committee of the whole, shall be entere 
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ed in the journal as coneisely as possible, care 
bemig taken to detail a true and. accurate account 
of the proceedings but. every vote of the Senate 
shal be entered on the journal, and a briel state- 
ment of the contents of each petition, memorial or 
paper presented te the Senate, shall also Le iusert- 
ed оц the journal, , 

32 ‘Phe followimz standing eiiinnttees, to consist 
of three members each, shall be appointed at the 
eonmueneement of each session, with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise: 

А committee on foreign relations, 

A сощинчев on finance, 

А comuntice on military affairs, 

A committee on naval affairs, 

A rouimittee оп publie hnds, 

А eommiutee on Indian аот, 

А committer on the judieiary, 

A committee on the post office and post roads, 

А соцшицее on ronds, bndyes, and ferries, 

А committee. of three members, whose duty it 
shall be to audit and сешго the contingent expen- 
ses of the Senate, | 

And a committees consisting of three members, 
whose duty it shall be to ехаште all bills, amend- 
ments, resolutions, or помоля, before they go ont of 
possession of the Senate, and to make report. that 
they are. correctly engrossed, which report shall be 
entered on the journal, Í 

33. "ро President of the Senate shall bave the 
appointment of all necesstry. comuuttees, unless ob- 
jected to by а majority of the menibers of the senate 
present. 
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84 When motions аге made for reference ot the 
seme sulject to а select commuttee апа to a stend- 
ing committee the questión on rerrenee to the 
standinz camuiittee shall be first put. 

35. When nominations shall be made in writ 
ins, hy the President of the Republic of "одат, to 
the Sen ite, a fumre day shall be assigned, naless 
the senate unanimously direct otherwist, tor taking 
them mto consideration. 

When the President of the Repubhe of Texas 
shall meet the Senate m the Senate chamber, the 
President of the Senate shad have а chair оп tlie. 
floor, be considered ay the head of the Senate, and 
his chur shall be assigned. tothe President of the 
Вера в of Texas. When the Senate shall be con- 
vend by the President ofthe: Repubbe of Texas to 
any other pace, the President ог the Senate and 
Senators shail attend at the place appointed ; tlie 
se retary of the Senate shail also attend to take 
тип of the Senate, 

36, Whenever a treaty shall be Ine before the Se- 
nate for ratilication, it shill be reada first ure, for 
míferiianon only, when no muton to re ect, ratty, 
or molly the whole or any part shall be received, 
its + cond reading shall be for consideration, and 
on a subs quent day, when it. shall be taken up as 
m committer ofthe whole, and every one shail be 
free to ove a quesbon, on any  parieular article, 
m chis form: © Wil! the Senate advise and con- 
sent to the гарйсинт of Uns article?” or to pro- 
pose amendments thereto, either by insering or lenv- 
ing out words; що whieh lest case, the question 
shall be, «Shall these words stand аз part of the 
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article © And ın evoarg of the said cases, the con- 
currence of two-thirds of the Senators prescut 
shalt be requisne to decide afliunauvely And 
when throush the whole, the proceedings shal. be. 
Stated to the house, and questions. shall be again 
several y put Шетеой, for cennimation or thew 
ones proposed, requiruig, ın nke пишит, à eons 
currence ot twothirds, jor whatever is nquined or 
inserted, the votes so conüricd shall, Бу the hon-e 
or a counnittee thereof, be reduced mto the foun of 
aramaio with or without medio ations, as may 
have been decided, and shall be proposcd on a sui- 
sequent day when every ene shall bo asan, fice to 
meve mnendinents. dithe by шегшщ ог leav ny 
out words, in which [ast case, the guesuen sh ll 
be, “Shall these words stand as part от the reso- 
lution 2° And in both eases the concurrence of tw 0- 
thirds shall be requisite to сану the affirmative, as 
well as on the final queston, to advise aad соле 
to the raüficatiou in the dera agreed toi * 

37 Al confidential com плиисаЦойв nade by 
the President of the Republic of Texas to the Saree, 
shalt be, by the members thereof, kept steıen aud 
all trenties which шау be vad petore tha Senate, 
shel also be kept secret, unti! the Senate shini, by 
then reso'ut'on, take off tlie iriunction of secrecy, 

3%. All informations ог rc morks touching ог e n- 
cerning the character or qualifications of any pers 


son nominated Бу the President to office, shall be 


kept sceret. And in all. case of removal of the in- 
junction of secrecy, remarks on personal repute 
tion are, and shall be forever excepted, пи un- 
animously and expressly otherwise ordered by the 
Senate. ; a 


- Ат, 
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3% When acting on centdential or executive 
bus" с, the Senate «На! be cleared of all persons, 
axe ù из sworn officers 

4: Foe proceedings of the Senate, when they 
shat: . ct in their executive espacity, shall: be kept 
in седгав and dıstınet banks 

Ji Extracts пот the executive records are not 
to! : ur- nished but hy special order. 

4^ When «amendment to he proposed to the 
cort tation is"under consid’ration, the concur, 
ren е 100. -thirds of ihe members present «hall 
not’ requisite ın decide any question. for amend- 
me. t~ ar extending to the ments, being slunt of 
the ^ a! question. 

4“, When any question may have been der;ded 
by r ıe Senate, in which two-thirds of the members 
рте nt are neeessary to carry the affirmative, any 
me cher who votes op thi sie which prevailed in 
the syst on, may be at liberty to nove for a те- 
cor ae and a motion fir re-consdderation 
she be decided by a majon'y of votes. 

41. Messages shall bo sent to the House of Re- 
pre sentatives’ hy the secretary, who shall previously | 
еп ъс the final determination of the Senate there- 
оп 

15. Messages are introduced in any state of bu- 
sin’ « coxcept while a Gn shon 1» put trying, while 
the yoasand naysare calling, or while the ballots 
me c ии. 

4¬, The presiding officer of theSenate shall have 

„the regulation of such parts of the Capitol and of its 
parages, as are or may be set apart for the use of 
Ahe Senate and its officer. 


е 
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47. The Secretary of the Senate, the Ser + ши. 
at-arms and Door-keepet, shall be chosen .: the 
first. Monday of the first session of the first Cı: ез, 
and on the same day of the first session о: + very 
succceding Congress 

48. ‘The Senate shall not have power to e«junge 
any ehtry once made on their. journal, ачы the 
journal has been read and approved, as te. ird by 
the rules of that body. 

49. The above named rules are hereby «и - ted 
by the Senate, and Jefferson's Manual is’ ac „Лед 
as a book of reference for the explanatio of the 
above and othér rules, or when the above rules 
are-silent. А Р 

80.—In all cases where.the vote e! the 
President, pro łem., of the Senate, voting in } + ca- 
pacity.of Senator, shall make a tie, he sha.! и Бе 
entt,ed toa casting vote ;. but all bills, при ons, 
and resolutions, so voted for shall be con i, red 
as lost, except in cases of elections of. oflice:: : the 
Senate, Printers, &c.; then, and in that case, } ould 
there be a tie, the balloting shall contimv until 
gome individual nominated shall receive a wi city 
of the votes of the members present. а 


" 
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JOINT RULES AND ORvERS OF THE TWO HUUSES. 

1. In every case of an amendment of a bil] a. reed 
to in one house, and dissented to in the Чет, if 
either house shall request a conference, and ср, vint 
a committee for that purpose, and the other hc use 
shall appoint a committee to confer, such &vumat- 
tee shall, at a convenient hour,.to be agreed «ui by, 
their chairman,. meet in the conference ci и. Бег, 


м 
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леуі state to each other verbally or in writing, as 
either shall choose, the reasons of their respective 
houses for and agaínst the amendment, and confer 
freely thereon. 

2. When a message shall be sent from the Senata 
tthe House of Representatives, it shall be announ- 
ced at the door'of the house by the door-Keeper, and 


‚айай! be respectfully communicated to ће chair by, 


the person by whom it may be sent. 

3, The same ceremony shali be observed when e 
message shall be sent from the House of Represen- 
tatives to the Senate. 

4, Messages shall be sent: by stich persons as 
sense of propriety in each house may determine to 
Be proper. | 

5. While bills are оп their passage between the 
fwo houses, they shall be on paper, and under the 
signature of the secretary or clerk of each house re- 


"pectively. . Û : 
6. After 2 bill shall have pessed both houses, it 


wee 


гапа! е duly enrolled ов paper by the clerk of (ће . 


Honse of Representatives or the seeretary of the Se- 
nate, аз tbe bill may have originated in the one or 
the other house, before И: shall be presented to the 
President of the Republic of Texas.. 

„7. When bills are enrolled they: shall be examin- 
Фї by a joint committee of two from the Senate and 
two from the House of Representatives, appomtel 
&& a standing committee for that purpose, познай 
carefully compare the enrollment with the engross 
ей bilis as passed in the horses, and correcting any 
€rrots that ds discovered in the’ enrolled bills} 
reke make their report -fortliwith to the respective 


rows 
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8, After examination and report, each bill shall 
‘be signed in the respective houses,—first by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, then by 
the President of the Senate. 


9. After a bill shall have been thus signed iri each 
chouse, it shall be presented py the said committees 
'to the President of the.Republic of 'l'exus for his 
‘approbation, it being first endorsed oti the back of 
the roll certifying in which house the same origina- 
‘ted; which endorsement shall be signed by the sec- 
retary or clerk (as the case may be) of thé house ig 
"which the same did originate, and shall be entered 
‘on the journal of each house, ‘The said committee 
‘shall report the day of presentation to the President, 
which time shail be carefully entered on the journal 
:óf each house. 


10. AU orders, resolutions and votes, which are 
‘to be presented to the President of the-Republic of 
Texas for his approbation, shall also in the same 
inanner be previously enrolled, examined and signs 
ed, and shall be presented in the same manner, and 
i the same committee, as provided in the cases of 
‘pills. 

11. When the Senate and House of Representa- 
‘tives shall judge proper to make a joint address to 
the President, it shall be presented to bim in his-au- 
dience chamber by the President of the Senate, in 
the presence of the Speaker and both houses. 

12. 1: hen a bill or resolution which зпа | have 
passed in one house is rejected in the other, notice 
thereof is to be given to the house in which the same 
may have passed. 


16 
13. hen a bill or resolution which has been 

assed in опе house,.is rejected in the other, it is 
not brought in during the same session without n: 
notice of ten days, and leave of two-thirds of that 
house i« which it shall be renewed. 

` M. Each hoüse transmits fo the other all papers 
on which any bill or resolution shall be founded. 

14. After each house shall have adhered to their 

ment, a bill or resolution is lost. 

16, No bill or resolution that shall have passed 
the House of Represeutatives aud the Senate, shall 
be presented to the President of the Republic for his 
approbation on the last day of Не session. 
| 17. When bills which have passed oue house are 

érdered to be priuted ia the other, a greater number 
of copies shall not be printed than may be necessary 
. for the use of the house making the order. 

С Resolved by the Senate and House d Represen- 
tatives of the Republic of Tezas in Congress as: 
sembled,—18. їп all elections by joint ballot of both 
Houses, the character and capacities of all persons 
nominated shall be open for free discussion. 

Be it further resolved,—19. All elections by joint 
ballot of beth houses, shali be held in secret ses: 
жоп.. | 
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We, the pane of ‘Texas, іп order to form а Govern- 
ment, establish justice, ensure domestic tranquili- 
ty, provide for the common defence and general 


welfare, and to secure the blessings of liberty to- 


ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and estab- 
lish this Constitution. 


ARTICLE X. 


t Section 1. The powers of ib yaaa ni shall 
be divided into three departments, viz: Legislative,. 
Executive, and Judicial; pich; shall remain forever 
separate and distinct. 

‚ Sec. 2. The Legislative s powek hall be vested і in, 
the Senate and House of R ives, to be sty- 
led the Co Ғе" lic.of Texag,-. 

See, 3. 'The members of thé House SEA 
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"^ the Republic, айа shall have raided i in the county 


or district six months next preceding his election. 
Sec. 3. The House of Representatives shall not 

consist of less than twenty-four, nor more than forty 

members, until the population’ shall amount to one 


. hundred thousand souls, after which time the whole 


number of Representatives shall not be less than forty 
nor more than one hundred: Provided, however, 
that each county shall be entitled to at least one Re- 
presentaüve. 

Sec. 6. The house of Representatives shall choose 
their speaker and other officers, and shall have the 
sole power of impeachment. 

Sec. 7. The Senators shall be chosen by districts, 
as nearly equal in. free population (free negroes and 
Indians excepted) as practicable, and the number of 
Senators shall never be less than one-third nor: more 
than one-half the number of Bepresentativ es, and 
each District shall be entitled to опер гапа по 
„morë. ” Ha 
1° Кес. S. The ‘Senators shall be dies He term 
„of three yêrrs, on the first Monday in Septè те — 


“shall be йеп, of the Republic, reside in ûsa ‘trict 


for whic 


they” are respectively chosen at Yeast one 


' year before the electiog, and shall have is the 


age of thirty years. 3 0m 


Sec. 9. At the first session of Congress "after ‘the a- 


doption of this Constitufion, the Senators shall be di- 
vided by lot into three classes, as nearly equal as 
practicable; the seats of the Senators of the first 
зер shall be vacated at th end of the first year, of 
ind nis class at the end of the sécond year. the 
class at the end of the third year, ın ‚эе а 
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manner that one-third shall be chosen each year 
thereafter. 

Sec. 10. The Vice President of the Republic shall 
be President of the Senate, but shall not vote on any 
question, unless the Senate be equally divided. 

Sec. 11. The Senate shall choose all other officers 
of their body, and a President pro. tempore, in the 
absence of the Vice President, or whenever he shall 
exercise the office of President; shall have the sole 
power to try impeachment, and when sitting as a 
court of impeachment, shall be under oath; but no 
conviction shall take place without the concurrence 
of two-thirds of all the members present. . 

Sec. 12, Judgment in cases of umpeachment shall 
only extend to removal from office, and disqualifica- 
tion to hold any oflice of honor, trust or profit, un- 
der this government ; but the party shall neverthe- 
less be hable to indictment, trial, judgment and pun- 
ishment, according to law. 

Sec. 13. Each house shali be the judge of the 
elections, qualifications and returns of its own mem- 
bers. ‘Two-thirds of each house shall constitute a 
quorutn to do business, but a smaller number may 
adjourn from day to day and may compel the atten- 
dance of absent members. — , 

Sec. 14, Each house may determine the rules of 
its own proceedings, punish its members for disor- 
derly behaviour, and with the concurrence of two- 
thirds, may expel a member, but not a second time 
for the same offence. 

ес. 15. Sénators and Representatives shall re- 
ceiye a compensation for their services, to be fixed 
by law, but no increase of compensation or diminu- 
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tion, shall take effect during the session at which 
such increase or diminution shall have been. made. 
They shall, except in case of treason, felony or 
breach of the peace, be privileged trom arrest during 
the session of Congress, and in going and returning 
from the same; and for any speech or debate in 
either house, they shall not be questioned ın any 
other place. î 

Sec, 16. Each House may punish, by imprison- 
ment durmg the session, any person not a member, 
who shall be guilty of any disrespect to the House, 
by any disorderly conduct in their presence. 

Sec. 17. Each House shall keep a journal of its 
procecdings, and publish the same, except such part 
as, in its judgment, require secrecy. When any 
three members shall desire the yeas and nays on 
any question, they shall be entcred on the journals. 

ес. 18. Neither House, without the consent of 
the other, shall adjourn for more than three days, 
nor to any other place than that in which the two 
Houses may be sitting. | : 

Sec. 19. When vacancies happen in either house, 
the Executive shall issue writs of election to fill such 
vacancies. г 

Sec. 20 No bill shall become a law until it shall 
have been read on three several days in each House 
and passed by the same, unless, in cases of emer- 
gency, two-thirds of the membets of the House 
where the bill originated, shall deem it expedient to 
dispense with the rule. `, 

ec. 21. After a bili shall have been rejected, no 
bill containing the same substance shall be passed 
into a “law during the same session, 
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Sec. 22. The style of the laws of the Republic 
shall be, “Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Republic of ‘Texas in Con- 
- gress assembled.” 
: ес, 23. No person holding an office of profit un- 


: der the Government shall be eligible to a sent n 


: either House of Congress, nor shall any member of 


- either House be eligible to any office, which may be 


created, or the profits of which shall be increased du- 
ring his term of service, 

Nec. 24. No holder of publie moneys, or collector 
thereof, shall be eligible to a seat ın either House of 
Congress, until lie shall have fully acquitted himself. 
of alla esponsibility, and shall produce th proper of- 
ficers teceipt thereof, Members of either House may 
protest against any асі or resolution, and may have 
such protest entered on the journals: of their respec- 
tive Houses. 

Sve, 25. No money shall be drawn from the pub- 
Це tieasury, but in strict accordance with appropria- 
tions made by law; and no approprintious shall be 
made for private or local purposes, unless two-thirds 
of each house concur in such appropriations. 

Ser. 205, Every act of Congress shall be approved 
and signed by the President before it becomes a law; 
but if the President will not approve and sum such 
aet, he shall retam it to the House in which ıt shall 
have originated, with his reasons for not approving 
the same. which shall be spread upon the jouinals 
of such House, and the bill shall then be reconsider- 
ed and shall nat become а law unless it shall then 

ass hy а vote of two-thirds of Loth horses. IF any 
act shall be disapproved hy the President, the vote 
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on the reconsideration shall be recorded by ayes and 
noes, Ifthe President shall fail to return a bill 
within five days, (Sundays excepted) after it shall 
have been presented for his approval and км 
the same shall become a law, unless the Congress , 
prevent its return within the time above specified , 
by adjournment. - 

See. 27. All bills, acts, orders, or resolutions to 
which the concurrence of both houses may be ne- 
cessary, (motions or resolutions for adjournment ex- 
cepted,) shall.be approved and signed by tho Presi- 
dent, or being disapproved, shall be passed by two- 
thirds of both House, in manner and form as speci- 
fied in section twenty. 


ARTICLE II. 


бес. 1. Congress shall have power to levy ond 
collect taxes and imposts, excise and tonnage duties, 
to borrow money on the faith, ereditiand property of 
the Government, to pay the debts and to provide 
for the common defence and general welfare of the 
Republic. 

Nec. 2. To regulate commerce, to coin money, to 
regulate the value thereof and of foreign coin, to fix 
the standard of weights and measures, but nothing 
but gold and silver shall be made a lawful tender. 

Sec. 3. To established post offices and post roads, 
to grant charters of incorporation, patents, and copy- 
rights, and secure to the authors and inventors the 
exclusive use thereof, for a limited time. 

Sec. 4. To declare war, grant letters of marque 
and reprisal, and to regulate captures, 

Sec. 5. To provide and maintain an army and 
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‘navy, and to make all laws and regulations neces- 
sary for their government. 

Sec. 6. 'To call out the militia to execute the law, 
to suppress insurrections and repel invasion. 

Sec. T. To make all laws which shall be deemed 
necessary and proper to салу into effect the forego- 
ing express grants of power, and all other powers 
vested in the government of the Republic, or in any 
offieer or department thereof. 


ARTICLE III. 


Sec. 1. The Executive authority of this govern- 
ment shall be vested in a chief magistrate, who shall 
be styled The President of the Republic of Texas. 

Sec. 2. The first President elected by the people, 
shall hold his office for the term of two years, and 
shall be ineligible during the next succeeding term; 
and all subsequent Presidents shall be elected for 
three years, and be alike ineligible; and in the event 

of a tie, the House of Represenjetives shall deter- 
mine between the two highest candidates by viva 
voce vote. 

Sec. 3. The returns of the elections for President 
and Vice President shall be sealed up and transmit- 
ted to the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
by the holders of elections of each county ; and the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives shall open 
and publish the-returns in presence of a majority of 
each House of Congress. 


ARTICLE IV. 


Sec. 1. The Judicial powers of the Government 
shall be vested in one Supreme Court, and ın such 
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inferior courts as Ше Congress may, from time tO 
ume, ordain and establish. ‘The judges of the Su- 
preme and Inferior Courts,shall hold their offices for 
four years, be eligible to re-election, and shall, at 
stated periods, receive for their services a compensa- 
tion not to be increasedor diminished during the pe- 
riod for which they were elected. `; 

Sec. 2. The Republic of Texas shall be divided 
into convenient judicial districts, not less than three 
nor more than eight. There shall be appointed for 

each district, a judge who shall reside in the same, 
` and hold the courts at such times and places as 
Congress may by law direct. 

Sec. 3. In all admiralty and maritime cases, in 
all cases affecting ambassadors, public ministers or 
consuls, and in all capital cases, the district courts 
shall have exclusive original jurisdiction, and origi- 
nal jurisdiction in all civil cases when the matter in 
controversy amounts to one hundred dollars. 

‚ Sec. 4. The judges, by virtue of their offices, 
shall be conservators of the peace, throughout the 
Republic. The style of all process shall be, “Тһе 
Republic of Texas;” and all prosecutions shall be 
carried on in the name and by the authority of the 
same, and conclude, “agaist the peace and dignity 
of the Republic.” 

Sec. 5. There shall be a district attorney appoint- 
ed for each district, whose duties, salaries, perquis- 
ites and term of service shall be fixed by law. “^ 

Sec. 6. The clérks of the district courts shall be 
elected by the'quahfied voters for members of Con- 
gress in the counties where the courts are establish- 
ed, and shall hold their offices for four years, sub- 
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ject to removal by presentment of a grand jury, and 
conviction of a petit jury. 

Sec, 7. "ре supreme court shall consist of a chief 
justice and associate judges; the district judges 
shall compose the associaté judges, a majority of 
whom, with the chief justice, shall constitute a quo- 
rum. 

See. 8. The supreme court shall have appellate 
jurisdiction only, which shall be conclusive, within 
the limits of the republic; and shall hold its session 
annually at such times and places as may be fixed 
by law ; Provided, that no judges shall sit in a case 
а the supreme court, tried by him in the court be- 

ow. 

Sec, 9. The judges of the supreme and district 
courts shall be elected by joint ballot ofboth houses 
of Congress, 

Sec. 10, There shall be in each county, a connty 
court, and such justices’ courts as the Congress may 
from time to timo establish. 

Ser, 1i, The Republic shall he divided into con- 
venient counties, but no new county shall be estab- 
lished unless it be done оп the petition offene hun- 
dred tec male inhabitants of the territory sought to 
be laud off and established, and unless the said terri- 
tory shall contain nme hundred square miles, 

See 12, Phere shall be appointed for cach conn- 
ty, a convenient number of justices of the peace, one 
sheriff, one coroner. and а sufficient number of con- 
stables, who shall hold their offices for two years, to 
be eiected by the qualified. voters. of the district or 
county, as Congress may direct, Justices of the 
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peace and sheriils shall be commissioned by the Pres. 
ident. | > 

Sec. 13. The Congress shall, as early as practica- 
ble, intioduce, by statute, the common law of Bng- 
land, with such modifications as our eieunstances, 
in their judgment, may require; and in all criminal 
cases, the common law shall*be the rule of decision. 
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AR TICLE V. 


Sec. 1. Ministers of the gospel being, by their 
professions, dedicated to Ged and the care of souls, 
ought not to be diverted from the great duties of 
their fimetiong: therefore, no minister of the gospel, 
or priest of an*denomujation whatever, shall be eli- 
gible to the oflice of the Executive of the Republic, 
nor to a seat in either branch of the Congress of the 
same. ` 

Sec. 2, Each member of the Senate and House of 
Representatives shall, before they proceed to busi- 
ness, take an oath to support the Constitution, as 
follows : 5 

“1, A. B., do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the 
case may be,) that, asa member of this general Con- 
gress, I will support the Constitution of the Repub- 
fic, and that I will not propose or assent to any bill, 
vote, or resolution, which shall appear to me injuri- 
ous to the people." 

Ser 3. Every person who shall be chosen or ap- 
pointed to any office of trust. or profit. shall, before 
entering on the duties thereof. take an oath to sup- 
port the Consntution of the Republic, and. also an 
oath of office. 
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ARTICLE VI. 


Sec. 1. No person shall be eligible to the office of 
President who shall not have attained the age of 


, thirty-five years, shall be a citizen of the Republic 


at the time of the adoption of the Constitution, or an 
inhabitant of this Republic, at least three years im- 
mediately preceding his election, 

Sec. 2. The President shall enter on the duties of 
his office on the 2d Monday in December next suc- 
ceeding his election, and shall remain in office until 
his successor shall be duly qualified. 

Sec. 3. The President shall, at stated times re- 
ceive a compensation for his services, which shall 
not be increased or dimimshed during his continu- 
ance in office; and before entering upon the duties 
of his office, he shall take and subscribe the follow- 
ing oath or affirmation : 

“І A. В., President of the Republic of Texas, do 
solemnly and sincerely swear (or affirm, as the case 
may be) that T will faithfully execute the duties of 
my office, and to the best of my abilities preserve, 
protect, and defend the Constitution of the Repub- 
lic." 

Sec. 4. He shall be Commander-in-chief of the 
army and navy ‘of the Republic, and militia thereof, 


but he shall not command in person, without the 


authority of a resolution of Congress. He shall 
have power to remit fines and forfeitures, and to 
grant reprieves and pardons, except in cases of im- 
peachment, | 

Ser. 5. Че shall, with the advice and consent of 
two-thids ef the Senate, make treaties: and with 
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the consent of the Senate, appoint ministers and con- 
suls, and all officers whose offices are established by 
the Constitution, not herein otherwise provided for. 

Sec. 6. The President shall have power to fill all 
vacancies that may happen during the recess of the 
Senate ; but he shall report the same to the Senate 
withinten days after the next Congress shall con- 
vene, and should the Senate reject the same, the 
President shall not re-nominate the sam» individual 
to the same office. 

Sec. 7. He shall, from time to time, give Con- 
gress information of the state of the Rep blie, aud 
recommend for their consideration, such measures 
as he may deem necessary. Не may, " on extra- 
ordinary occasions, convene both House or cither 
of them. In the event of a disagreem: `* as to the 
time of adjournment, he may adjourn t: à to such 
time ashe may think proper. He sha`' ceive all 
foreign ministers. He shall see that > laws be 
faithfully executed, and shall commissic > ul the of- 
ficers of the republic. 

Sec. S. There shall be, a seal of th — iepuhlic. 


` which shall be kept by the President. . 1 usd by 


him officially ; it shall be called the grea за of the 
Republic of Texas. 

Sec. 9. All grants and commissions s! ' be in the 
name, and by the authority of the >° е of 
Texas, shall be sealed with the стеа se md sign- 
ed by the President. 

Sec. 10. The President shall have рз г. hy aud 
with the advice and consent of the У e. ta ap- 
point a Secretary of State, and such e` һай of 
executive departments as may Бе сее ос 1177 !ew 
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who shall remain in office during the term of ser- 
vice of the President, unless sooner removed by the 
President, with the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate, 

Sec. 11. Every, citizen ofthe Republic who has 
attained tho age of twenty-one years, and shall have 
resided six months within the district or county 
where the election is hold, shall be entitled to vote 
for members of the general Congress, 

Sec. 12. All elections shall be by ballot, unless 
Congress shall otherwise direct. 

бес All elections by joint vote of both houses 
of Congress, shall be viva voce, shall be entered on 
the journals, and a majority of the votos shall be ne- 
cessary to a choice. Û 

Sec. 14, А vice president shall be chosen at every 
election for president, in the same manner, continue. 


' in office for;the same time, and shall possess the 


same qualifications ofthe president. In voting for 
President and Vice President, the electors shall dis- 
tinguish for whom. they voteas President, and for 
whom as Vice President. Û 

Ser. 15. In cases *of impeachment, removal from 
office, death, resignation, or absence of the president 
from the republic, the vice president shall exercise 
the powers and discharge the duties of the president 
until a successor be duly qualified, or until the Pres- 
ident; who may be absent or impeached shall return 
or be acquitted: i 

Sec. 16. The President, Vico Presidênt, and all 
civil officers of the Republie, shall be removable 
from office by impeachment for, and on conviction 
of treason, bribery, and other high crimes and mis- 
demeanors. 
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* Seb. 1. That no inconvenience may arise fron 
the adoption of this Constitution, it is declared by 
thie convention that all laws now in force in Texas, 
and not inconsistent with this constitution, shall re- 
main in full, force until declared void, repealed, al. 
tered, or expire by their own limitation. | 

Sec. 2. All fines, penalties, forfeitures, and es- 
cheats, which have accrued to Coahuila and Texas, 
or ‘Texas, shall accrue to this Republic. — ^: 

Sec. З. Every male citizen, who is, by this Con- 
stitution, a citizen, and shall bo otherwise qualified, 
shall be entitled to hold any ofico or place of honor, 
trust, or profit under the Republic; any thing in 
this constitution, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec, 4. Tho first President and Vice President 
that shall he фр ша after the adoption of this 
Constitntioh, shall be chosen by this convention, 
and shall immediately enter on .the duties of their 
о сез, and shall hold said offices until their succes- 
sors be elected and qualified, as prescribed in this 
constitution, and shall have the same qualifications, 
be invested with the same powers, and perform the 
same duties which are required and conferred on the 
executive head ofthe Republic by this Constitu- 
tion, | : 

, Sec, 5. The President shall issue writs of elec- 
tion directed to the officers authorised to hold elec- 
tions of the several cous, refining them to cause 
an election to be held for ident, Vice President, 
Representative ‘and Senators: to Congress, at the 
time and mode prescribed by this Constitution, which 
election shall beconducted in the manner that elec» 
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tions have been heretofore conducted, Tho presi- 
dent, vico president, and. members of congress, when 
duly elected, shall continuo to discharge the duties 
of thoir respective offices for the time and manner 
reseribed by this constitution, until their successor 
о duly qualified. | 

Sec. 6. Until the first шон shall be made, 
as directed by this Constitution, the precinct of Aus- 
tin shall be entitled to опо representative; the pre- 
cinet of Brazotia to two representatives; tho pre. 
cinet of Boxar, two representatives : tho precinet of 
Colorado, one ropresentative ; Sabine опе; Gonza- 
les one ; Goliad one; Harrisburg one; Jasper one; 
Jefferson one ;' Liberty one; Matagorda one; "Mina 
two; Nacogdoches two; Red River threo; Victo- 
ria one; San Augustine two; Shelby two; Refu- 

gio one; San Patricio опо; Washington two ; Mi- 
lam ono; and Jackson one representative. 

See. 7. Until the first enumeration shall be made 
as described by this Constitution, the senatorial dis. 
tricts shall be composed of the following precinets : 
Bexar shall de entitled to one Senator; San Patricio, 
‚ Refugio and Galiad ono; Brazoria ono; Mina and 
Gonzales one; Nacogdoches one; Red River опе; 
Shelby апа Sabine one; Washington one; Mata- 
gorda, Jackson and Victoria one; Austin and wolo- 
rado one; San Augustino one; Milam one ; Jasper 
and Jefferson опо ; and Liberty and Harrisburg one 
Senator.. 

Sec, 8, All judges, sheriffs, commissioners, and 
other civil officers shall remain in office, and in the 
discharge of the powers and duties of their respect- 
ive offices, until there shall be others appointed or 
elected under the Constitution. 
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GVENRBRAL PROVISIONS, 


Sec, 1, Laws shall bo mado to exclude from office, 
from the right of suffrage, und from serving on ju- 
ries, those who shall hereafter be convieted of bribo- 
ry, perjury, or other high crimes and misdemeanors. 

Sec, 2. Returns of all elections for officers who 
аге to be commissioned by the president, shall be 
айо to tho Secretary of State of this Republic. 

See. З. Tho presidents and heads of dopartments 
shall keep their offices at the seat of government, 
unless removed by the permission of Congress, or 
untess In cases of emergonoy in time of war, tho pub- 
lic interest may xequire thoir removal, | 

Sec. 4, The president shall mako useofhis private 
seal until a seal of the Republic shall be provided. 

See, 3, It shall hà the duty of Congress, us seon as 
circumstances will permit, to provide by law, a gen- 
oral system of education. 

Src. 6. All free white persons who shall emigrate 
to this republie, and who shall, after a residence of 
six months, make oath before some competent au- 
thority that he intends to reside permanently in the 
same, and shall swear to süpport. this Constitution, 
and that he will bear true atlogiance to the Repuhtic 
of ‘Texas, shall bo entitled to all the privileges of 
citizenship, — ^ 

See, 1. So soon as convenieneo will permit, there 
shall bo a penal eode formed, on principles of refr- 
mation, and not of vindictive justico; aud the civil 
and criminal laws shall be revised, digested and ar- 
ranged under different heads ; and all laws relating 
to н titles shall be translated, revised and promul 
gated. 
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Sec. 8. All persons who shall leave the country 
for the purpose of evading a participation in thy pre- 
sent struggle, or shall refuse.to participate in lt, or 
shall give aid or assistance to the présent enemy, 

shall torteit all rights of citizenship and such lands 
` as they may hold iit the Republic. 

Sec. 9. All persons of color who were slaves tor 
life previous to their emigration to Texas, and who 
are now held in bondage, shall remain in the like 
state of servitude: Provided, the said slave shall he 
the bona fide property of the person so holding sud 
slave as aforesaid. Congress shall pass no laws to 
prohibit emigrants from bringing their slaves iuto 
the Republic with them, aud holding them hy the 
same tenure by which such slaves were held in the 
United States; nor shall Congress have power +o 
emancipate slaves; nor shall any slave-holder be al- 
lowed to emancipate his or her slave or slaves we h- 
out the consent of Congiess, unless he or she shall 


send his о her slave or slaves without the limits of 


the Republic. No free person of African dese t, 
either та whole or in part, shall be permitted с- 
side permanently in the Republic, without the «a. 
sent of Congress; and the nnportation or admis: n 
of Africans or negroes into this Republic, охсе i ız 
from the Umted States of America, is forever ри t 
bited, and declared to be piracy. 

Nee. 10, All persons, (Africans, the descend 
of Africans, and Indians excepted, who were © 1 
mez in Texas on the day of the Deceleration ot? - 
pendeuce, shall be considered citizens of the Fı r 
lic. and entitled to all the privileze of «цер ' 
citizens new living in Texas, who have not rec - 
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' ed their portion of land, in like manner as colonists, 
shali be entitled to thor land in the following yro- 
portion and manner :—Every head of a family shall 
be enutled to one league and labor of land: sand 
every stugle man of the age of seventeen and up- 
wards, shall be entitled to the third part of one leacue 
о land. АП ciuzens who may have, previously to 
the adoption of this Constitution, received their 
league of land as heads of families, and their quarter 
of a league of land аз single persons, shall receive 
such additional quantity as will make the quanuty 
of land received by them equal to опе league and 
labor, and one-tinrd of a league, uniess by bargain, 
зае, or exchange, they have transferred or nay‘ 
henceforth transter their rightto said land, or a por- 
поп thereof, to some other citizen of the Reputihe ; 
and m such case the person to whom such right 
shail have been transferred, shall be entitled to the 
came, as fully and umply as the person malaug the 
transfer rmght or could have been. No alien shall 
hold land in Texas, except by tiles emanating di- 
rectiy from the government of this Republic. But 
if any citizen of this Republic should die intestate or 
otherwise, his children or heirs shall inherit his. es- 
tate, and арепз shall have a reasonable time to take 
ре мот of, and dispose of the same, in a manner 
hereafter to be pointed ont by law. Orphan chil- 
dren, whose parents were entitled to land uuder the 
cron zanon law of Mexico, and who now reside in 
the Republic, shall be entitled to all the rights of 
which their parents were possessed at the time of 
their death. Tne citizens of the Republic shall not 
be compelled to rede on the land, lut shall have: 
their lines plainly marked. — у 
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AH orders of survey ici ean by'any cti- 
zen өт the Republie, {тот any legally autliaizcd 
сошапъзоцег, pror to the act of Ше Tate onsite - 
tion clooney the Тапа Offices, ШШ be valıd Tir all Û 
cases, the actual settler and occ upant of the кой shall 
, be cuutled, in locating his land, to include lı js mm- 
* prow, "ient in preference to all other: anns not "uh 
quired previcus to his settlement, accor ding to t 
law of the land and thus ( 'oustitution лобе, ty 
that nothing herein. contamed shall prejudice the 
“night of angentzen from” whom a settler may hold ` 3 
land": v rent or lease. А 

Aud whereas the protection of the puli dic domam 
from un just and fraudulent claims, and queuing the 
peon’ em the énjoynient of their lands, ıs one of the 
great dutes of this Convention : and wheres i$ the le~ 
gi-lature of Coaliuilox 
act in the year eighteen one and en ) 
behalf of General John: Г. Mason, of ХЕМ Yorky rE 
aud another,on the fo teerith day “of March, че s edet 
„teen andes WÊ leren - ye ae whieh the спот. WAA 

пате leagues of Ва has ` 
been claimed bysundry. individuals some of whom 
rêdide im foreign countriescagd aire, not. оре ear 
the Republic, "which said acts. até, сопак о IMi 
cles fourth, twelfth, and йет, of the laws of, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-four, of the General 
Congress of Mexico, and one of said acts, for that û 
cause has, by said General Congress of Mexico, been 
declared null and void: Yt ıs hereby deelajed that 
the said act of eighteen hundred and thirty;four, фи 
favor of John Т. Mason, and of the fourteenth of 
March, eighteen hundred and thirty-five, of the said . 
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eg gisisture of Coahin Аата Texas, and each and 
every grat founded on, 18, and was from the 
Бето, пуи and yii and ail surveys made vn- 
der pret перфект ayûiıorıuy d denved froni ssid acts, are 
: E by ajeje i Tp, be ru i and void: and ail eleven 

eague aiii. каа" ұш twenty вале» oi the 


> bound ry hne bê бее, 'Vexas aud the l nited States 


N 
\. з e b A Be ca. whit have, Leen located contrary to 
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SN ANS or 1 Mex o. аре hereby deciand to ы пай 
i аы: zuid: Apt wliecadernany surv(ys and tit es to 
2 ” ўч nive Бесик yhest mest of ше peop e of 
" CK T. A wê 0 frome Беше, serving n the cam- 
RÊ ipe лап exar. ие he eb de c'ared that ai 
Вън "arvis ar RATON of land made snee the act 
p %َ qu Iu Lodge. Bieta MA) її ro sine the land offices, and 


ае 24 Пе ага 099950: that ume. аге, and shall 
wee ê, res and v. id.“ са 
; Soe And, уреа p present unsettled state of the 
atar yanê fê dida! welfare of the people de- 
Le: mal d Жш the ( Ho зди of the land off e. а.а the 
QS риба и А e Mal be suspended until persons 
Bere py АЖ zt ly сап have a fair & спа: chance 
мене hr a ening at home to select ‘and .ocate 
2.5 » eri jands, pigi hereby declared, that no survey or 
“4+ айс» час” ';nay hereafter be made shall be valid, 
{н = syeh survey or tide shall Le authorized by 
ths Convention, or some future Congress of the Re- 
public. And, with a view to the. simplification of 
the land 5 yem, айд the protection of. the people 
nd the ^ TH from litigation and fraud, a ge- 
nı ral land office shall le established, where all the 
land ides of ше, Re public shall be registered, and 
the “hole, territory c of y fihe Republic shall be section- 
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ised, in а manner hereafter to be presenbed hy law, 
which shall enable the officers of the government 
or any citizen, to ascertain with certainty the lands 

„ that are vacant, and those lands which may be со- 
vered by valid titles. 

Аг. 11. Any amendment or amendments to this 
Constitution, may be proposed in the House of Rep- 
resentatives or Senate, and if the same shall be a- 
greed to by a, majority of the members elected to 
each of the two houses, such propased amendment 
or amendments shall be entered on the journals,’ 
with the yeas and nays thereon, and referred to the 
Congress then next to be chosen, and shall! be pul» 
lished for three months previous to the election: — 
and if the Congress next спозеп as aforesaid. shall 
pass said amendment or amendments by a vote of 
two-thirds of all the members elected to each house 
then it shall be the duty of sud Congress to «арии 
said proposed amendment or amendments to the peo- 
ple. in such manner and at such times as the Con- 
gress shall prescribe; and if the people shall ap- 
prove and ratify such amendment or amendments 
by a majority of the electors qualified to vote for 
members of Congress voting thereon, such amend- 
ment or amendments shall become a part of this 
Constitution: Provided, however, that по amend- 
ment or amendments be referred to the people often- 
er than once in three years. 

DECLARATION OP RIGHTS. 

"This declaration of rights is declared to he a par 
of this Constitution and shall never be violated on 
any pretence whatever. And in order to guard n- 
gainst the transgression jw ‘the high powers which 


а 
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we have delegated, we declare that every thing in 
this bill of rights contained, and every other nght 
not hereby delegated, is reserved to the people. 
First.—All men, when they form a social com- 
pact, have equal rights, and no man or set of men 
are enlitled to exclusive public privileges or emolu- = 
menti from the community. | 
Second.—All political power is швегеш in the 
people, &nd all free governments are founded on that 
authority, and instituted for their benefit; and they 
have at all times an inalienable right to alter their 
government in such manner as they may think pro- 


r, 
pe hird.—No preference shall be given by law to 
any religious denomination or mode of worship 
over another, but every person shall be permitted to 
worship God according to the dictates of his own 
conscience. 

Fourth.—Every citizen shall be at liberty to 
speak, write, or publish his opinion on any subject, 
being responsible for the abuse of that privilcge. No 
law shall ever be passed to curtail the liberty of 
speech or of the press; and in all prosecutions for 
ibels, the truth may be given in evidence, and the 
ury shall have the right to determine the Jaw and 
act, under the direction of the court. | 

Fifth.—'T'he people shall be secure in their per- 
tons, houses, papers and possessions, from all un- 
reasonable searches or seizures, and no warrant shall 
issue to any place or seize any person or 
thing, without describing the place to ke searched 
or the person or thing to be seized, without prob- 

a ble cause, supported by oath or affirmation. 
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Тан foregoing Constitution was unanimously ad- 
dopt d by the Delegates ot Texas, ii. Convention 
as mbled, at the tox n ef Washinton, on the ~- 
veu'renth diy of March, m the year of oui Lord 
one thousand er ht hundred and thirty-six, and of 
the independence of the Republic, the fist 

l: witness whereof, we have hereunto зае 


ed + ur names. 


Pr. 


RICHARD ELLIs, 


td tr 0; D-i-z ite trom Bù ê Û + 


C B STEWART, 

JOHN S ROBERTS, 
JAMES COLLINZWORTH, 
ROBERT HAMILTON, 
EDWIN WALLER 
COLLIN McKINMNEY, 

A BRIGHAM 

А. Н LATIMORE, 
JOHN S D. BYROM, 
JAMES POWER, 
FRANCIS RIIS, 

SAM HOUSTON, 

Р ANTONIO NAVARRO, 


"EDWARD CONRAD, 


WILLIAM D LACY, 
MARTIN PALMER, 
WILLIAM. MENIFEE, 
JAMES GAINES, 

JOHN FISHER, 
WILLIAM CLARK, Jun 
MATTHEW CALDWELL, 
SYDNEY O PENNINGTON 
WILLIAM MOTLEY, 
SAMUEL P'CARSON, . 
LORENZO D, ZAVALA, 
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THOMAS J. RUSK, 
GEORGE W. SMITH, 
WILLIAM C, CRAWFORD, 
STEPHEN IH. EVERITT, 
JOON TURNER, 
ELNAH STEPP, 
BEN] B. GOODRICH, 
CLAIBORNE WEST, ! 
JAMES G SWISHER, 
WILLIAM В. БАТЕ, 
Û GEORGE W BARNET, 
M. В MENARD, 
JESSE GRIMES, 
A В. NARDIN, 
E O0. LEGRAND, 
JOHN W. BUNTON, 
DAYID THOMAS, 
THOMAS J GAZLEY, ' 
S RHOADS FISHER, 
К. М. COLUMAN, 
JOHN W BOWER, Û 
STERLING C, ROBERTSON 
J. b. WOODS,» 
GEORGE C CH IL DRESS: 
A BRISCOE, 
BAILY HARDIMAN, 
THOMAS BARNETT, 
ROBERT POTTER, 
JESSE B BADGETT, d 
CHARLES TAYLOR, , 
STE PUEN W. BLOUNT 
1 do hereby certify that 1 have сле Шу compared the 
foregoing Constitution, and find it to be a true сору from 
the original filed ın the archives of the Convention 
Chven under my hand, this 17th day of March, 1520 
Attest П. S. Кимпък, босау uf the Conrcatlen 
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